Reflection Paper on Chapter 9

This chapter discusses the process of syllabus design, in which assessing task complexity is an indispensable step. By doing this, we will be able to organize our task sequence corresponding to the students’ built-in syllabus, their cognitive capacity and their linguistic capacity. It makes it possible for us to make the best of the tasks.

We have the grading standard from Skehan (198: 99) in the book. Comparing Skehan’s list with Robinson’s, we can find a lot of similarities. Cognitive familiarity of topic and its predictability in Skehan’s list agrees with “+ prior knowledge” in Robinson’s grading dimension. Cognitive processing is related to what Robinson mentioned as “+ reasoning”, “+ few elements” and maybe “+ communicative stress”. Different from Robinson, Skehan also involves task difficulty in his list--code complexity, which does not just refer to the language itself, but also relevant to the learner’s level.

In addition, teaching is a dynamic activity. Besides this qualitative and quantitative analysis, grading the tasks sometimes requires teachers’ judgment call. Factors like teaching experience, understanding of the students’ level and students’ learning habits also influence the grading.  

