Reflection Paper on Chapter 5

    Problem-solving task can be a wise choice for a language classroom, since it is easy to involve authentic elements in problem-solving tasks and students will get a sense of achievement after they really solve some problems on their own. Also, the process of problem solving provides a good chance for students to negotiate for meaning, which will optimize their condition for language learning. To successfully adapt a problem-solving task to the class, the problem should be relevant to the students’ life. In that way, they will have enough prior knowledge to deal with the problem and their interest will be raised. In addition, the teacher should make sure the task itself is not too difficult. Otherwise as Wills & Wills mentioned, too much cognitive load may decrease the capacity for language processing. If the task is complex, the teacher should do enough scaffolding in the priming stage to get students prepared. Also, authentic input should be used to build up the context, making the task like real life task. The solution for the problem could be divergent or convergent. In the case of divergent solution, the student will get creative ideas and get a chance to share their ideas with others. In the case of convergent solution, more interaction and negotiation are involved, which will promote the language acquisition.    

