Reflection Paper on Chapter 6

In the last 20 years or so, the teaching scale has leaned from “focus on forms” towards “focus on form”. But there is a dangerous tendency if the pendulum swings too close to the end of the extremity with forms being totally ignored. It is quite necessary to remind teachers of the significance of forms and accuracy. However, if we focus on forms in isolation, we will slip back to the previous situation. Therefore, focusing on forms embedded in a meaningful context seems to be our optimal choice. According to this chapter, various types of activities can combine the form, meaning and function together. For example, identifying the language features in sentences, restoring the missing words in a text, progressive deletion and so on. Students will get a much better understanding and memory when learning vocabularies in this way. 

In this chapter, what impresses me most is that vocabularies are not necessary to be constrained by one specific context. The words elicited from one context can be transferred to another context so that learners will acquire more chances to practice and understand the usage of the words from other perspectives. 

