Reflection Paper #1

In the first chapter, basic ideas related to task-based approach are expounded. Among them, a focus on meaning or form is one of the top considerations. 

In my mind, the dichotomy of meaning and form has taken root. Therefore the new idea of a focus on form, i.e., a focus on language, surprised me and opened up a new access for me to approach language teaching. Actually a mixture of meaning and form is what actually happen in our language teaching process, since the boundary between meaning and form is not always clearcut in a class. The idea of a focus on form reiterates the significance of meaning in language teaching, as well as helping remove our doubt when we have to emphasize on some specific forms.

Compared with a focus on meaning, in which communication is at the top priority, the approach of a focus on form also involves the teacher’s facilitating in clarifying learners’ language. Forms are not totally abandoned in the class. 

Compared with a focus on forms, which is kind of bottom-up approach helping students build their language systems on specific forms, a focus on form is kind of like top-down approach, which pays attention to forms in the process of communication. 

According to Chapter one, a focus on form is obviously what we should pursue in language teaching, especially in task-based teaching.

